
A Word about Your Fall Bible Study Resource Materials

Your fall Bible Study materials are meant to serve as a guide and resource for our 10 week series on the Gospel of Luke.  The study series was compiled by First Christian Church clergy staff- Bob Hanna, Matt Gordon and Chris Snow.  When available, references were cited.  Our goal is to provide you with more than enough information for an hour long Sunday School class or small group study.  Should you have any questions, concerns, or corrections (grammatical or theological) please contact us.  There is also a PDF copy of the written materials available on our website, www.salemfcc.org .
There is also a color code to your Fall Bible Study Materials.

BLACK items are background or anecdotal information about the Scripture text.

RED items are questions about your Scripture readings.

GREEN items reference your media resources DVDs.  All DVDs are provided with each copy of your materials, should you need additional copies or have a problem, please contact Matt.  Please don’t make copies for your friends, most of the materials are copyrighted and if we are just using them for study purposes, we are not violating any copyright laws. Also, for copyright reasons, we cannot post the DVD segments on our website. 
Occasionally, there might be questions that go along with a DVD segment, they will be green lettering with red background. This does not happen too often.  
If you want to use a DVD on Sunday morning, we have them available, just make sure to call the church the week before to reserve it.

VIDEO RESOURCES ON YOUR DISC ARE:

Week 1:  A Modern Day Magnificat


    Temptation of Christ in the Desert

Week 2:  Francis Chan on the Road to Christ

Week 3:  Rob Bell on Blessing

Week 4:  Brian McLaren on the Commissioning of the 70, from this year’s General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

Week 10: Mel Gibson’s The Passion of the Christ
Have fun!
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Fall Bible Study Schedule

Week # 1  (September 11-17)

Luke 1:1 – 4:17

Week # 2 (September 18 – 24)

Luke 4:17 – 6:16

Week #3 (September 25 – October 1)

Luke 6:17 – 9:50

Week #4 (October 2 – 8)  Service Project ideas due.  Service projects to be accomplished on October 30th
Luke 9:51 – 10:42

Week #5 (October 9 – 15)

Luke 11:1 – 13:9

Week #6  (October 16 – 22)

Luke 13:10 – 15:32

Week #7 (October 23 – 29)

Luke 16:1- 19:27

Week #8 (October 30 – November 5)

No lesson: Service Sunday

Week #9 (November 6 – 12)

Luke 19:28 – 21:38

Week #10 (November 13 – 19)

Luke 22:1 – 24:53

November 20 – Thanksgiving Sunday

November 27 – First Sunday of Advent

Week 1:  The Good Doctor Tells The Story

Five things you should know about the Gospel of Luke:

· It is the prequel to the book Acts, both books are most likely written by the same person, making Luke-Acts the largest contribution by a single writer in the New Testament

· It was written for Gentile (non-Jewish) Christians, as evidenced by the multiple Greek language references and its audience, “to Theophilus,” a Greek name, see Acts 1:1

· Luke is the only Gospel to give us a clue to the childhood of Jesus (see Acts 1:5-2:52)
· Luke’s Gospel, although written to Gentiles, is intentional about presenting the connection of Christianity to its history of Judiasm.  There is a sense of continuity between the two testaments of God.  In other words, Luke’s story of salvation is a story inclusive of a broader story of salvation that began long ago

· Luke pays careful attention to the oppressed and marginalized persons in society (see Luke 1:46-55, 2:8-14, 3:10-14, 4:16-21, 8:1-3, 6:20-23, and  14:12-23)

Preparation and Purpose (Luke 1:1-4:17)

In these opening chapters, we see both the preparation of Jesus’coming, his arrival and the building influence before he begins his public ministry.  From even before his birth, his purpose was both prophetic and scandalous.  It was prophetic in that it sought to bring the long-awaited salvation to the people of God, it was scandalous because it was a message of hope for the oppressed and judgment for the oppressor.  The oppressor was, in this case, both obvious and obscure.  The obvious oppressor was the Roman empire.  The true scandal was the attack that Jesus led against the Jewish leaders of his time (more on that in the weeks to come).  First, however, one needs to understand both the why and how Jesus became the Messiah before we understand what it means to be the Messiah.

Chapter 1:  The prologue.


Read 1:1-23

This story of Zechariah is unparalleled in other gospels.  

Questions to consider:   Why do you think Luke includes this story?  What are some conclusions you can draw about who Jesus is based on this story?  We often hear of the miraculous birth of Jesus that provides us with his elevated status among humanity.  Yet, first we hear of the divine birth of John the Baptist.  Why is this so important?
Read 1:47-56.  This section is called the Magnificat or Canticle of Mary.  It is used in some Protestant and many Catholic churches as a song of praise to God.  It is also unique to Luke’s Gospel (see example on DVD provided with your curriculum).    

Questions to consider: In the Protestant church, we rarely venerate or honor Mary.  Why?   As the mother of Jesus, she is held up as a mother of mothers, as a vessel of God Almighty, the mother of God.  How do you view Mary as part of the Gospel story?  In your faith experience, what part does she play?  She is by far probably the most important woman in the Bible.  Can you think of other women in the Bible?  How about other women in our faith tradition?
What is striking is her gratitude, a beautiful prayer that is a response to her gratitude for God choosing her.  Have you ever experienced that kind of gratitude?  When and why?  What are you grateful for everyday?  How do you show your gratitude to God?  What ways does your soul “magnify the Lord?”

Chapter 2: The birth and childhood stories of Jesus

Chapter 3:  The preparation of the Messiah

Chapter 4:1-13  The Temptation of Jesus
Why was it necessary for Jesus to be tempted in the dessert?  What does it tell us about the person of Jesus?  In each instance Jesus quotes Scripture, but so does the Devil.  

Scripture can be used for good, but can also be used to destroy.  Can you think of examples in your own life where the power of Scripture was used to hurt someone?  

What about the power of Scripture to help?

There is a great visual display of this temptation story from the movie version of Nikos Kazantzakis’ book Last Temptation of Christ.

Week 1 Media Resources:  The Magnificat, a more contemporary example from Todd Agnew’s album) and the temptation of Jesus through the imagination of Nikos Kazantzakis, writer of The Last Temptation of Christ.
Week 2:  The Early Ministry of Jesus in Galilee
Luke 4:16-6:16

Luke 4:16-30:  Not an easy beginning!  For whom are we preaching and teaching? 

This story recalls the rejection of Jesus in his hometown of Nazareth.  At first, those listening to Jesus’ words seem to accept him and welcome him.  However, verse 23, we see a negative turn in the interactions with Jesus and those in the Temple.  Jesus seems to be defending his ministry with those outside the tradition of Judiasm.  This is the beginning of a tension throughout his ministry, a tension of bringing the good news of God to all of God’s people.  In many ways, Jesus sought out the poor, the oppressed, the disenfranchised and all who were outside the tradition.  For us, this same tension exists in how we do ministry.  

Is church a place where our programs and ministry focus around the people here?  Or are we called to do ministry outside the building?

Are we are both internally and externally focused at our church?  Should we be more focused on one or the other?  

What kinds of ministry is most consistent with the actions and words of Christ?

How much time do we spend on ministry with people who are outside our church (non-members and non-attenders)?
As a staff, we are studying a book called, Staffing the Effective Church by Bill Easum and Bill Tenny-Brittian.  In the book, it speaks to the difference between internal and externally-focused churches.

A quote from the introduction of the book:

“We believe every church is missional or it isn’t a church!   We believe every true church is focused more on transforming the world than on building up its own membership.  We subscribe more to the type of ministry seen in the Antioch church than to ministry of the Jerusalem church.”  Note:  These are two churches in the book of Acts.   “The Antioch church was focused outward on the world wheras the Jerusalem church was more focused on itself and how to care for its people.”  (Easum, Tenny-Brittian: p.4)

Is FCC is Jerusalem church or and Antioch church?  Why?

Do you agree with what these writers are saying about the mission and purpose of church?  Why or why not?

Francis Chan talks about this in his RightNow lecture series, he talks about being compelled to reach out and not in.  Are we called to be radical?  
Read about the healing ministries of Jesus:  Luke 4:31-45; Luke 5:12-26; Luke 6:6-11
In many ways, these healings provide a validation of who Jesus is.  It speaks to the authority and power of the person of Jesus.  It also increases his popularity among the people of Galilee.   Word of his healings is quick to spread throughout the region and many come to experience healing.  

Why do you think Jesus healed people?  

How did the witnesses react to the healings?

How do you react when you hear about miraculous healing today?  With doubt or skepticism?  With acceptance?  How have you experienced healing in your life?  What is your understanding of how God heals?  
Week 3:  Teachings
Luke 6:17-9:50

This section is divided into two categories:  healings and teachings.  Since we’ve looked at many of the healing stories, we will focus mainly on the teaching this week.  You are welcome to look at the healing stories if you have extra time.  We will look at one extraordinary healing story in Luke 8:40-56.

Blessing and Woes (The Beatitudes revised), Luke 6:17-26

This section seems to present the teaching of the beatitudes that are found in Matthew’s gospel, but include the blessings (beatitudes) and woes.  

Look at the section in detail and explore their meanings.  What message is Jesus trying to teach those listening?  How is this different than the message of the Temple priests?  
Lara Blackwood-Pickerel, a Disciples pastor, recently wrote on her blog about privilege and blessing.  Take some time to read her article and then discuss it.

 "Count your blessings and your problems….If your problems outnumber your blessings, Count Again…. Chances are the things that you take for granted were not added up."
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 -saying seen on a motivational poster


Count your blessings.  If you grew up in the United States, regardless of your family's religious affiliation, you likely heard this mandate in a variety of forms  Maybe every year of elementary school you did the same November exercise, tracing turkey-hands with your blessings crayoned into each misshapen finger.  And if you grew up attending church, you surely heard the refrain of "count your blessings, count your blessings" in Sunday School, sermons, Bible studies, personal testimonies, and such.  With the emphasis we place on this listing of gratitude, you'd think that C-Y-B is one of the Ten Commandments...

I have a confession to make:  I'm sick of counting my blessings.  

Before labeling me an ingrate, hear me out.  It's not that I'm against gratitude. especially when it comes to the gifts that God has given us.  I'm all for giving credit where credit is due, and I think it is incredibly important to have an active understanding of the fact that I'm not completely in control of the good, challenging or beautiful things that come my way.  At the same time, I've got two problems with the way we (generally) count our blessings:

· It's Too Passive.  Like the inspirational poster quote found above indicates, counting our blessings is often about sitting around and parsing our lives until we can find more blessings than problems.  Comforting.  Groovy.  But what if there are things that really need changing?  What if there are issues, practices, realities, structures that are flat out wrong and need to be addressed?  According to the most common version of the gratitude sing-song, you just aren't counting right.  Keep on counting and eventually you'll find enough "blessing" to soothe your worries so you can go back to sleep. 

· Our Definition of "Blessing" is Rotten (in places).  Too often many of us equate blessing with privilege:  we are blessed by being born in the United States, blessed to have more than enough to eat, blessed to have comfortable and spacious housing, blessed to have disposable income, blessed with top notch health insurance - once I even heard a speaker say that she thanked God (without a trace of irony) for the blessing of matching new kitchen appliances and a perfectly-working toaster.  And when we (I'm periodically guilty of this as well) mix up the two, blessing and privilege, we are (hopefully) inadvertently saying that God not only wants us to have these luxuries but also wants others to suffer poverty, injustice, oppression, illness and death.  It's like Mark Twain's The War Prayer - when we pray that God will allow our military to win sweeping victories, we are either consciously or unwittingly praying for the death of others.  Personally, I'm not willing to go there. 


The point here isn't to mock or vilify folks for whom blessing and privilege are tangled up, or people who focus on passively resting in their blessings (real or otherwise).  Most of us have the best of intentions when we thank God for the positive things we experience in life - and most of us would also include our families (by blood or by choice) and friends, our communities, the good earth and moments/acts of peace and joy in our list of blessings.  I believe that those people, things and experiences truly are blessings from God given to all the world, and it is right that we would thank God for them.  

The point of this is to say that somewhere along the line (or here and there throughout the course of Christendom), we've woven the will of God into systems that build up a few at the expense of the many - and personally, I can't continue to sit quietly in awe of such a tapestry.  In order to actively live out my gratitude for the true blessings in our shared life together, I feel called to give up counting my blessings and instead take up a seam ripper.  I'm ready to begin unraveling privilege from blessing, one strand, one prayer, one life at a time.  Will you join me?”

Will you join her?  What do you think of her words?  Do you agree or disagree?  Why or why not?
Luke 6:37-42  On Judging.

This is another tough one.  How do we get beyond or everyday, natural judgment?  What can we do to remove our judgmental language and thoughts?

Luke 8:4-18  The Parable of the Sower and the Parable of the Sower Explained.
I believe this story speaks to everyone’s spiritual journey.  We find ourselves in the middle of the story at different times and places in our lives.  Explore each place the seed falls and talk about where you might fit into this story.  Are there times where you heard, but did not believe?  Are there times where you heard, got excited, but soon forgot the message?  Are there times where you heard, got excited, but when life was too hectic you walk away from your faith?  

How do we develop deep roots?  What kinds of practices ensure a solid root system for our faith?

Luke 8:40-56  The Sandwich Story.

This story is often referred to as a sandwich story.  A healing takes place of Jarius’ daughter and sandwiched in the middle is a story of the healing of the hemorrhaging woman.

Jesus saves and gives life to the dead.  This is an extraordinary display of Jesus’ awareness and his power.  One striking aspect is the woman desperate for Jesus, so desperate that she crawls to him in order that she might touch him to receive healing.  One saying sticks out in verse 8:48, “your faith has made you well; go in peace.”
What role does faith have in healing?  

What about when we pray for healing and do not receive?  Is this a lack of faith or something else?  

Luke 9:10-17 The feeding of the multitudes.

With little, Jesus gave much.  This is a miraculous story, but even more so a story about potential.

What do you have that you give away so that others might have life?  

What small things can our church do so we expand our message?  How can we feed the multitudes with the small things we have?

What can we give.
Brainstorm some ideas of how we can multiply our resources for the sake of God’s kingdom.
Rob Bell talks about our privilege in his DVD called “Rich” and what it means to be “blessed.”  The big question is, how are we blessing others? 

Is it easy to put others first?

Is it easy to serve?
Week 4 Luke 9:51-10:42
There are several themes that run throughout the Gospel of Luke, but let’s focus on one specific theme for this week. It is the focus on, “What is the Role of a Disciple?” What does it mean to be a follower and student of Christ? The best way to answer this is to look at Jesus as the prime example of the life that we shall live. At the same time we can look at the Disciples who continuously make statements or act in such a way that causes Jesus to rebuke them, while at other times there is celebration in the times where they live into their calling as Disciples and follow the directions that Jesus has given to them. (Some of the commentary for the 10th chapter comes from a sermon by Brian McLaren at the 2011 Disciples of Christ General Assembly on July 11th, 2011. A video of this sermon is on your DVD) 
Luke 9:51-62

This section is the beginning of Jesus’ journey towards Jerusalem after spreading the message of the Kingdom of God during his ministry in Galilee. The turn is marked clearly in verse 51 as, we hear, “When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem.” However even with this statement we have a sense of dejavu and foreshadowing at the same time with what happens next as Jesus and his disciples enter into the village of Samaritans. Earlier at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry he is rejected at Nazareth (Luke. 4:16-30) but also his coming rejection during the passion narrative. 
As Jesus and his disciples leave from the village two of them start asking Jesus if they can cause fire to come down and consume the town, but Jesus rebukes them for this action. This may be confusing considering what Jesus tells his followers during the commissioning of the 70 in just a few verses. But Jesus makes a clear statement at this point that the true response to rejection of this sort is not to exact revenge but rather walk away peacefully. 

As the trip continues there are three individuals that either volunteer to go or are called by Jesus to follow him. The first is given a warning that this journey is not going to be an easy one and that those who follow him will live under the same circumstances. For Jesus and his followers do not have a home to call their own. The second is called but first wants to bury his father, who we don’t know if he is dead yet or not. The action of burying of the parent by the children is expected by all adhering Jews, but Jesus makes the point that the mission of the Kingdom shall take priority over even burying the dead, while at the same time implying that the spiritually dead should take care of the physically dead. The third says that they will go but first has to go back to say good bye to their friends, and in doing so echo’s the call story of Elisha in 1 Kings 19:20). Jesus’ response is one that indicates that if you are going to follow him you are going to do it now and not wait until the time is better, or until you do something else that is of little or no importance. 

Luke 10:1-42

For the entire chapter of Luke, I invite you to look at this chapter as a whole as what the followers of Christ shall be like and by extension the church as well. There are five sections to this chapter; the Sending and returning of the 70, Jesus and the lawyer, the Good Samaritan, and the story of Mary and Martha.

The sending of the 70 begins with a simple statement in verse 1 in which Jesus appoints the 70 and sends them out to prepare the way. Then provides an explanation that those who have worked as harvesters would understand; as the time for the harvest is coming near it would not be unusual to hire more hands to finish the harvest in order to harvest all the good produce before it turns. At the beginning of this section Jesus is starting the movement that will continue even after his death. He is sending not only the disciples out but the followers around him out to prepare the way for the Kingdom of God. This is a movement that has a mission and purpose to move forward into the future. The 70 will remember of Jesus’ death that they were empowered by Jesus to prepare the way for the Kingdom of God and as the early church was beginning would work toward that end. The number of the 70 has a number of possible meanings including what “The New Interpreter’s Bible” commentary suggests, is a reference to the 70 Nations that are listed in Genesis 10, and foreshadowing the mission to the nations.
 

 Jesus then gives some guidelines on what they shall take with them on the journey. It is more a list of what not to take; no purse, no bag, and no sandals. Other Gospels include no extra tunic as well. This listing of items follows a caution that the journey will be treacherous and that as the 70 go out as lambs there will be wolves out there that will create not just a little trouble but life endangering trouble. These two things put side by side causes one to ask what must we do to live into the mission of the 70? Brian McLaren puts it simply as, simple, flexible and vulnerable. The 70 are told not to take anything with them that could possibly hinder them on their journey. No bags, or luggage to lug around with you, and no staff or sandals. One has to be flexible to travel this simply. Jesus is telling the 70 that as they go forth to proclaim the Kingdom of God, don’t take anything with you that could possibly distract you. Much like television, cell phone or internet connection could distract us on a journey today. However, as one travels with such a light load, it becomes difficult to take care of one’s self on the journey. You cannot be an independent person if you do not have a bag of clothes, or money. You will have to be dependent on what is available where ever you go and what people are willing to give to you. This means that you will be at the mercy of the communities that have the opportunity of turning you away or welcoming you in. Being simple and flexible also means that the 70 are going to be vulnerable to all types of circumstances on their journey. 

When the 70 arrive at a community or home they are given clear instructions on what they are to do. They are to greet each home with the blessing, “Peace to this house.” They were not to start with teaching, that was the last thing that they were to do. They started with a blessing which was followed by sitting down to eat and share a meal with the host, and curing the sick. Only after all of this did they proclaim the Kingdom of God with words. Through this whole process they are showing the Kingdom of God through their actions, but it is a different kind of Kingdom than they are used to. They are used to the Roman Empire which brings about peace through war and destruction. While this new kingdom holds the characteristics of peace, community, and healing, the 70 were proclaiming a kingdom of peace and wholeness, instead of something far off in the future, something that can be experienced in the here and now. Even when the 70 are turned away from a community or home, the 70 don’t exact revenge but rather turn and dust off their feet and go on their way. 

When the 70 return there is no indication of how tired they are but the description that we hear is a description of Joy. They are returning from their mission with joy, not in the returning but rather joyful in the works that have been done. Jesus is joyful with them, but tells the 70 not to be joyful that they have power over the spirits but rather be joyful that their names are written in heaven. They are a part of the kingdom of God, be joyful about that. Jesus goes on to be joyful that the wise, the powerful, have had this truth hidden from them while the little ones, even infants have had the Kingdom of God revealed to them. Jesus is joyful for the little things, and shares that Joy with God, the disciples and with the 70. 

Luke 10:25-37

Now the journey takes a turn from what the 70 have been doing to teaching one of the “wise.” The introduction to the parable of the Good Samaritan begins with the requirements to enter into eternal life, which through Jesus’ discussion with the lawyer, are revealed to be to “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” One must love God, neighbor, and one’s self in that order of priority, for in that way to do one is to do all three. 

With that in mind,0 we are lead into the parable of the Good Samaritan in which the premise is who is my neighbor. Many of us have heard this story before and know that it is the Good Samaritan that shows the man compassion and because of that is the true neighbor. However, let us look at the Priest and Levite first. These were individuals who were concerned with upholding the laws and traditions in their community, and yet they pass along the other side of the road when they see the man. According to the laws, “If a Priest on a journey found a corpse, he had a duty to bury it.
” This man was left for dead and yet he and the Levite passed right on by. “Could [anyone] argue that pressing duties prevented [them] from stopping?
” Yet it is the Samaritan that, by all expectations should not have stopped is the one who showed the man compassion. Jesus is telling a story that breaks boundaries of class, race, and religion, but is also instructing the lawyer not to be caught up with duties to the point that you are unable to show compassion to those in need, like the priest and Levite. 

The final section of this chapter follows right along with this last point, concerning being caught up with the duties of what needs to be done to the point that we miss out on why we are doing these things with respect to serving God. Jesus Goes to the home of Mary and Martha and it is Martha who is doing her duty in preparing the food and getting all things ready for Jesus. It is Mary who is not doing her “duty” but rather sits at Jesus’ feet like a disciple, which was once again breaking all the rules. Yet it is Mary’s devotion to Jesus, even when she is neglecting her duties, that we are called to have at the forefront of our minds, rather than our duties. 

· Study

· Let us look at this entire section together. 

· Read through Luke 9:51-10:42 out loud or in silence. As the class reads ask them to keep in mind the theme of example of Discipleship and instruction on what the church should strive to be. 

· Possible examples and instruction- this list may be useful to lead discussion with the class if a push is needed. 

· Future Oriented

· Simple, flexible, and vulnerable

· Peaceable Kingdom

· Joyful

· Compassionate

· Devoted

· Discussion Questions

· What instruction or descriptions of a disciple did you notice?

· What does Jesus require from those that follow him?

· What was the purpose or mission of the 70 when Jesus sent them out? 

· Not their actions. 

· Is this purpose or mission directional or time oriented?

· What does this tell us about the mission of the Disciples and by extension the church? 

· What instructions did Jesus give to the 70 before they went out?

· What could they take with them?

· How would this reflect what we should take with us today?

· How would that influence how we travel?

· What was the order in which they were to do the specific actions?

· What does that order tell you about the priority?

· What does that say about how we should prioritize the work of the church?

· What was the response of the 70 and Jesus upon their return?

· What were they joyful about?

· Where was their joy directed?

· In Luke 10:25 and following, who was asking Jesus about eternal life and what was used to respond to his question?

· What were the duties of the Priest and Levite?

· Are there expectations that Christians should do certain duties or be concerned with specific activities? 

· How do the Priests and the Levites reflect how people of the church get caught up with their church duties?

· Can you think of any examples?

· What did the Samaritan do?

· What was his chief concern?

· Why was he being the true neighbor?

· In Luke 10:38 and following, who was doing the duties that the culture expected, and who was not?

· Why were Mary’s actions lifted up over Martha’s?

· Do we ever get distracted by our duties in the church that we forget about our devotion to God?

Week 5

Luke 11:1-13:9
This week we will focus on Luke 11:1-13, 37-54 with a focus on relationships and discipleship.

Luke 11:1-13

This section’s primary focus is on prayer; both how to pray and the expectations of how God will respond to our prayers. However there is a constant theme running through this section and that is the relationship that Jesus introduces between the disciples and God. 

As Jesus begins to teach his disciples how to pray he begins with the word Father, which is familial and represents the type of relationship that the rest of the section will rely upon to make everything else in this section make sense.  Imagine for a moment if Jesus did not teach us to call God, father. How would that change our relationship with God? By Jesus using this term throughout the Gospels, he is making a marked distinction between, the God that the high priest alone can converse with in the Holy of Holies in the temple, to a God that we can all converse with in prayer. The rest of this section would not make sense if we did not first understand God to be a parental figure.

In the section of Luke 11:5-8 we hear of a friend coming to an individual’s house in the middle of the night because they are in need of bread because they have a guest who has arrived. This is a story more about honor and shame than about the friend’s persistence. If the friend was unable to be a hospitable host to their late night guest then they would bring shame upon their household. This would be the same for the individual who the friend comes to in the middle of the night. Finally, the word that the NRSV interprets as “persistence” in verse 8 and the NIV interprets as “boldness” is inaccurate. The correct translation of the Greek word used here is shameless, this word combined with its “ambiguous pronouns leave room for debate over whether the petitioner is shameless for begging for food in the middle of the night or whether we are to understand that the sleeper would be shameless for refusing a neighbors request.
” In light of this consider directing the conversation in class towards honor and shame dynamics and away from perseverance.

For verse 9-13 I encourage you to look past the simplicity of the, ask, seek, knock terminology that we have become accustomed to hearing in church and music. Consider what it means to do these three things. “Asking in the hope that something will be given to you puts [one] in the posture of a beggar. Seeking and finding is language common to the quest for wisdom… knocking in the hope of being received somewhere again puts the hearer in the posture of the destitute and the homeless.
” 

The final section for this week is Luke 11:37-54 in which we hear three woes against the Pharisees and three woes to the Lawyers. This is an intentional pattern that Luke uses with this story and several others. These woes serve two functions in this text that we need to be aware of as we read and study this text. “On the one hand, they explain Jesus’ conflict with the religious authorities of his day, and on the other hand they serve as a warning to Christian readers not to fall into the same traps of false piety.
” The three woes to the Pharisees are summarized as such; 1) “The Pharisees neglect justice and ‘the love of God…” 2) “True Piety does not seek praise from others… The love of the thing that brings public applause to oneself…is contrary to the love that is directed toward God.” 3) “Because the inner corruption of the Pharisees is not visible, others are defiled by their influence.”
  The last woe to the Pharisees is based on the understanding of the time that, contact with the dead made someone unclean and by being an unmarked grave opened up for the possibility of someone to stumble upon a dead body. The three woes to the Lawyers are summarized as such; 1)”The first woe against the lawyers condemns them for imposing legal restrictions on others while doing nothing to help them.” 2) “The lawyers build monuments to the prophets whom their fathers killed. The force of this woe depends on the axiom that the child is like the parent; the sons are like their fathers.” 3) “The third woe condemns those who were experts in the law for possessing the key to the hose of knowledge…or the way of salvation, and yet they neither used that key to enter the house nor allowed others to enter.”
  

· Study

· Read Luke 11:1-4

· What was your first response to the reading of Luke’s version of the Lord’s prayer?

· What is missing?

· Does that affect your understanding of the Lord’s Prayer?

· Why or why not?

· What does it mean to address God as Father or to use another familial term?

· If we were not taught as children, adults or by Jesus to address God as Father how would that change our understanding of our relationship with God?

· What are the three petitions that Jesus makes in the “Lord’s Prayer?”

· Bread, forgiveness, and deliverance

· What does it mean to pray for our daily bread?

· Why is it important that we ask for forgiveness for our sins?

· Are our sins not already forgiven?

· Why are we asking God not to bring us into the time of trial?

· Who tempts us, God or Satan?

· Look back at the wording used in your Bibles if you have not already done so and discuss what it means to ask God not to lead us into the time of trial based on who the group identified as the tempter. 

· How much do we believe God controls everything around us and how does that influence what we are asking God to keep us from?

· Read Luke 11:5-13

· What would be your reaction to a friend showing up to your doorstep in the middle of the night, knocking loudly or ringing your doorbell, looking for food for a guest?

· Would you give them food or turn them away?

· Why or why not?

· Would your answer be different if the honor of your household was at stake?

· Have the class consider the honor and shame implications of not being able to provide for a guest.

· Would it change your understanding of the reading to know that the word that the word in verse 8 that the NRSV translates as persistence, and the NIV translates as boldness, is actually the Greek word for shameless?    
· Without relying on assumptions, is it clear who is the shameless one in this text? 

· How does it change depending on who is shameless?

· What do you think of when you hear the terms ask, seek, knock?

· Have the class consider the meanings of these words that are provided above. 

· Does this change your perspective on how we come before God in prayer?

· What are the class’ thoughts on the comparison of what we would give to our children versus what God would provide for us?

· What would be different if we never had the understanding of God as a parental figure?

· Read Luke 11:37-54

· What is the initial conflict between Jesus and the Pharisees?

· What is Jesus’ response?

· What does this mean to you?

· What are the three woes to the Pharisees?

· Where do we see this happening today?

· Are we ever guilty of those same things?

· What are the three woes to the Lawyers?

· Where do we see these happening today?

· Are we ever guilty of those same things?

· If so when?

Week 6

This week we will be focusing on the use of table fellowship in the Gospel of Luke with a focus on chapter 14:7-24 and chapter 15:1-10. Throughout the Gospels we hear about parts of Jesus’ ministry that takes place in people’s homes, or around a table. These instances in the 14th and 15th chapters of Luke are what we are going to focus on this week. These pieces of Jesus’ ministry have a continuous theme running throughout. It is the theme of Jesus giving the places of honor and focuses on those who have been outcasts for far too long, the poor, sinner, and the unclean. These are the people that Jesus’ ministry and teachings are often directed towards.  

The first selection of the text for this week is Luke 14:7-14. This text includes two parables in one. The first is directed towards the guests and the second is directed toward the hosts.  Each one of them follows the same general pattern. Like last week these parables are using at their foundation the notion of the cultural understandings of honor and shame, which in this case we can probably understand fairly well. The instructions to the guest are pretty straight forward, and seem to be helping the guest to avoid being shamed by being moved down the table. However if that were true wouldn’t the guest just move a few spots, instead of Jesus’ instruction to move all the way down at the lowest place? In the same way Jesus’ instructions to the host are to make a clear decision to invite those that will never be their superior, and never return the favor. Both of these instructions tell the respective groups to humble themselves more than a little bit but rather take on a posture that is nothing but humble. 

The second selection, Like 14:15-24 follows along with the same theme of a host inviting guests to a grand banquet but this time a problem arises with the guest list. The first group of people that the master invites includes his “friends.” The problem happens when the master sends out his slave to get an accurate list of who will be attending the banquet and we hear three different people give three excuses that don’t make any sense. 
The first two make the excuse that they just bought something, sight unseen and so they need to go inspect it. Anyone who is buying land or oxen would have looked at it before buying it. These two are also putting material things before this great banquet. The third flatly says that he cannot make it because he just got married.  While it is possible that there would be valid reasons for why being recently married would prevent this individual for coming, he flatly says he cannot come. In response the master decides to invite the poor, crippled, blind and the lame. In doing so he is sending an insult back to the first group and welcomes the outcast group. In the second invitation the slave is to compel the people who are in the streets. This is fairly accurate because the homeless and landless lived outside of the gates, which were closed in the evenings, which meant that they had to be compelled to come into a place that they typically were not allowed.
 The only people who do not have a voice in this parable are those who were the outcasts of the day. But in contrast it is the outcasts who will dine with the master. Those who have had the voice throughout and yet rejected the invitation are those that will become the outcasts of the banquet.  

The final section, Luke 15:1-10, is a set of parables that come about during a heated discussion with the Pharisees around the table. The discussion comes about as the scribes and Pharisees are grumbling about Jesus inviting sinners and eats with them. In response Jesus launches into twin parables about something that would be of little importance to the scribes and Pharisees, being lost and then found and celebrated. Something to consider about the image of God as a shepherd, “God is never called a shepherd in the [New Testament], and the image is limited to Jesus’ parables. Both in the OT and in Christian literature, the shepherd served as an image of the religious leaders of the people, leaders who at times, like hirelings, did not serve the flock well.
” With this in mind consider what Jesus is telling the religious leaders when he launches into the parable of the lost sheep. Finally, at the end of both of these parables there is the invitation by the one who found what was lost, to rejoice with them. It is a calling for the righteous to celebrate for the one that was lost but is now found.  

· Study

· Read Luke 14:7-14
· What are Jesus’ instructions to the guest?

· How far down the totem pole should the guest put themselves?

· What do you think are the implications of this?

· What are the instructions to the host?

· Who are they supposed to invite to the banquets? 

· What are the two groups that Jesus points out in these instructions?

· What makes these two groups different from one another in reference to the host? 

· What is the purpose of this parable?

· That those who humble themselves will be exalted and those that exalt themselves will be humbled. 

· How much should you humble yourself according to this parable?

· Is there any room in this parable for a middle of the road understanding of being humble?

· What does this mean for your life? 

· Read Luke 14:15-24

· What are the first things that you noticed in this parable as you remember the last parable we discussed?

· Any correlations?

· Who does the master invite first?

· What were their reasons for not being able to come?

· Did the reasons make sense? Why or why not?

· How do these excuses correlate with some of the excuses that we make in life?

· What would your response be if you were throwing a dinner party and those that you invited gave you these excuses?

· Who is invited after the master receives the news that the people of honor would not be able to make it?

· How do you think this reflected back on those that made excuses and wouldn’t come?

· Do you think they would be insulted?

· Why or why not?

· How do you think the people felt about being compelled to come into the hose that they would otherwise be unwelcomed? 

· How do you think the host felt at this point?

· What is the final comment about those that refused to come to the feast? 

· How have these two parables affected your understanding of the invitation to the communion table?

· What does it mean that we are to compel those that may feel unwelcome to come to the table?

· How would that affect your own comfort ability in worship? 

· Read Luke 15:1-10

· What is it that causes Jesus to start telling twin parables?

· What is the statement that the Pharisees make that Jesus is responding to?

· Are these parables concerned with the search or repentance of the lost?

· How does it change the understanding to look at these parables in these two ways?

· Who are called to Rejoice with the shepherd and the woman?

· In the context of the scriptures who is Jesus inviting to rejoice with the repentant sinner? 

· How is the invitation to rejoice with the lost, reflect back on Jesus’ ministry of table fellowship?

· Are we called to only rejoice with the repentance of the sinner or called to rejoice and welcome them to the table at all times?

· What are your thoughts on the idea of welcoming at all times not just some or most of the time?

· Is this a call you recognize that you or we need to make a change to live into?

· If so how so?

Week 7

Two Parables Concerning Wealth (Luke 16)

The three parables in Luke 15 (lost sheep, lost coin, lost son) are told to the crowds in response to the grumblings of the Pharisees and the scribes.  The first parable in Chapter 16 is addressed to the disciples (but the Pharisees somehow hear about it) and the second is addressed to the Pharisees.  Each parable begins with the words, “There was a rich man”.  The two parables represent a positive and a negative use of possessions.

This is not Luke’s first time to mention the use of possessions in connection with faith.  Depending upon how much time this subject has been addressed in previous classes, example of this might be shown to the class:

Luke 1:46-55  In Mary’s song she talks “filling the hungry with good things and sending the rich away empty.”

Luke 3:1-14  The message of John the Baptist

Luke 6:20 – 25  The blessings and the woes.

Luke 12:13-21  The parable of the rich fool

Luke 12:22-34  Anxiety over possessions w/ “seek ye first…”

Luke 14:7 – 14  Advice to hosts and guests

Later in Luke, the subject will be addressed in:

Luke 19:1-10  Story of Zaccheus

In the book of Acts (also written by the Author of Luke)

Through Luke’s writing on this topic we see that the issues of wealth and poverty are complex, that anxiety about money is a disease among both those who have it and those who do not, and that a generous sharing of one’s goods can free one from the dangers of possessions.

The first parable is often times referred to as “The Parable of the Shrewd Steward”.  We would expect Jesus to say that this was an evil example that we should all avoid.  What makes this parable difficult is that Jesus used seemingly “unethical” behavior as an example.  Jesus had firm attitudes toward virtues such as honesty, justice and mercy.  His teachings would not violate these significant goals in human living.  We need to keep this in mind as we ask what Jesus means when he commends the manager.

Have the class read Luke 16: 1 – 15  Have the class brainstorm as to why Jesus would lift up this steward as an example and what lesson we can learn from it?  Some of the possibilities could include:

· If Christians were as wise about doing goodness as this steward, much more could be accomplished for the kingdom (Matthew 10:16 “be as wise as serpents and innocent as doves”)

· The steward was fired for his mishandling of funds.  We should take care of how we handle the blessings of God.

· Material possessions should be used to build friendships

· Material possessions should be used for future position (Matthew 6:20 “…store up for yourselves treasures in heaven”)

· In vs. 10 & 11 how we handle the small things is an indication of how we can handle bigger things.

· Vs. 13  The lesson of trying to serve two masters.

What seems to be the best answer for the class?  They could even vote on it.

Vs. 13  How do you think this verse affects our understanding of the parable?

Vs. 14 indicates the Pharisees heard this parable.  If Jesus was telling this parable to the disciples (see 

verse 1), how do you think they came to hear it?

Vs. 16 – 18  Scholars have long debated about why these verses are placed here.  There is not really a solid answer.  Does the class have a thought?  Do you think they relate to the previous parable or the one that follows or to neither?

The Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus (16:14-31)

The audience is no longer disciples but Pharisees, who are here portrayed as lovers of money who make fun of Jesus’ position on money.  It is not necessary to picture the Pharisees as greedy.  They would have been in agreement with religious people today who believe in a “prosperity gospel”.  A thought that if we follow the ways of God, blessings (including material blessings) will be the result (…that and finding parking spots right up next to the store you need to go into).  This has often been called Deuteronomic theology following material indicating blessings for the righteous that is found in the book of Deuteronomy.  Have the class discuss the type of blessings a person who follows God should expect.  Does it include financial prosperity and success?  Why or why not?  What are the biblical examples that can be found for this conclusion?
The first part of this parable (vs. 19 – 26) finds various forms in several different cultures.  At least seven versions are to be found in the rabbis.  Jesus used this story as a reversal of common to his stories of the kingdom of man verses the kingdom of God.  Think of the beatitudes (Matthew 5:3-12).  This story is not meant to describe the state of the dead.  Jesus tells this story to address the Pharisees who loved wealth and scoffed at Jesus’ position on the subject.

Read 16:14-31  There is a lot of detail in this story.  It is the only parable told using names (Lazarus and Abraham).  “Lazarus” means “God is my help.”  Compare and contrast the descriptions of the two men.  

The rich man did not order Lazarus away from his gate.  He had no objection to Lazarus receiving crumbs from his table.  He did not kick Lazarus as he walked by.  He was not deliberately cruel.  So what did he do that was so wrong? 

How are we guilty of the same sin?  List examples.

Why are both of these parables difficult for us to hear?

Week 8

NO LESSONS-SERVICE SUNDAY- WEEK OFF FROM TEACHING!

Week 9  Luke 19:28 – 21:38

This week begins a new section in the ministry of Jesus.  Jesus is leaving behind Galilee, the synagogues, open country and sea sides and will now focus upon Jerusalem, the temple, the religious leaders and Pontius Pilate.  One of the major differences in the Gospel of Luke, from the other Gospels, is the emphasis upon the importance of Jerusalem and the temple.

Having studied the life of Jesus, what do you think Jesus’ attitude was like as he came to Jerusalem?  Was it like a trip to the dentist or the principle’s office?  Like taking those steps toward a person from which you have been estranged?  Like the visit to a relative when you know it will be the last time you have a chance to visit with them?  Or something else?

With Passover just a few days away, Jerusalem would have been filled with travelers.  What would you have said if you were one of the disciples Jesus asked to get the colt?  1) “I could get arrested for that”  2) “This sounds important”  3) “This sounds hard – how will we find this colt?” 4) “No problem”.

When we read the story of Palm Sunday in Luke, it is difficult for us to read it without combining in our minds information from the other Gospels.  Have the class read the story in the other Gospels (Matthew 21:1-9, Mark 11:1-10 & John 12:12-15) and compare it with Luke.  What is missing or added?  (Luke does not mention “hosannas”, palms or branch, no mention of David)  Why do you think Luke records his account this way?
One thing added by Luke is the objection by some of the Pharisees to the activity of the disciples (vs. 39).  Why do you think they said this: 1) Do you think they feared that calling Jesus would create political repercussions for all of them.  2) Concern for Jesus’ safety (see 13:31)  3) They were registering their own disagreement or disbelief.

Why do you think that Jesus arranged for this entry into the city of Jerusalem?

Read Luke 19:41 – 48.  What kind of things in Salem, OR would make Jesus weep?  What are we as a congregation doing about those things?  Jesus said, “If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace…”  What do you need to bring peace into your life?

Luke 21:5 – 38 (The Apocalyptic Discourse of Jesus)

In 2011 we have had a great deal of discussion about eschatology (study of the end of times).  The 2011 end times prediction made by American Christian radio host Harold Camping stated that the Rapture and Judgment Day would take place on May 21, 2011, and that the end of the world would take place five months later on October 21, 2011. The Rapture, is the taking up into heaven of God's elect people. Camping, president of the Family Radio Christian network, claimed the Bible as his source and said May 21 would be the date of the Rapture and the Day of Judgment "beyond the shadow of a doubt". Camping suggested that it would occur at 6 p.m. local time, with the rapture sweeping the globe time zone by time zone. Since we have passed both of those dates and are still studying the book of Luke, something is wrong with Harold Campings’ theories.  The writer of Luke also wrote Acts 1:7 (It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority) Matthew 24 and Mark 13 both include in similar words from Jesus, “No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.” (Matthew 24:36).  If we are not to know and no one knows, not even Jesus, how much energy should we spend trying to figure out the time?  If this section was not meant as way for us to chart out the end times, what purpose do they serve?   One possible answer is that when conventional wisdom says “duck and cover” Jesus calls us to be a people of hope and to stand tall for “this too shall pass”.

How can you reframe the temporary nature of your struggles in light of the ultimate victory given to us through Jesus Christ?

In preparation for next Week, encourage the class to read chapters 22 – 24 of Luke.

Week 10  Luke 22 – 24

The Gospels are strikingly brief accounts of the life of Jesus.  Of material in the Gospels, the largest body of materials deal with the passion and the resurrection.  Matthew, Mark and Luke (the synoptic gospels) each devote three full chapters to the events of less than four days.  John gives nine of his 21 chapters to the same period.  This event became a center point for the faith of the church.  In the Apostle’s Creed, half of the articles related to this period in the life of Jesus.  To spend one week on this area of Jesus’ life is hardly acceptable.  Encourage the class to spend more time absorbing the materials in the following weeks.

Read Luke 22:1-6  We read that Judas may have betrayed Jesus (his teacher, mentor, friend and Lord) for no larger reason than sheer greed.  Has anyone ever betrayed you for selfish reasons?  How did that feel?  If so, invite Jesus into your deepest being today to begin healing the wounds left by betrayal.  Discuss how you as a group can support one another, and be God’s instruments, to help advance this healing work.
Read Luke 22: 7 – 38  Jesus said he eagerly desired to eat the Passover with his disciples.  With how much eagerness, or lack of it, do you take part in the Lord’s Supper?  What experiences or beliefs lead you to feel the way you do?  How can you take in Jesus’ love and restoring power more fully and receive him through this meal?  How can you prepare for Communion to make it more meaningful?
This passage mentions the disciples arguing about which of them would be the greatest.  In which of your relationships is it hardest for you to be a servant?  How have you experienced spiritual growth in connection with becoming a servant?  Who is the greatest servant leader that you know?

Read Luke 22:39 – 46  Sooner or later, we all face a situation in life that seems unbearable.   What does Jesus’ time in the Garden teach us about the value of honestly facing and expressing our feelings in those times?  To what extent have you learned to say, “Not my will but yours be done?”  The Lord understands your fears, your sorrow and your anxiety.  He knows, and with compassion he walks with us through our own gardens of agony.    Jesus’ pray in the garden is meant to be the prayer of his followers as well.  

Vs. 44 “…and darkness came over the whole land.”  Whose death has affected you most?  Why?

Read Luke 22:54 – 56  Why do you think that Peter denied that he knew Jesus? (momentary insanity, spiritual weakness, fear for his own life, overwhelmed, etc)  Given Peter’s statement in 22:33, what accounts for Peter’s actions?  

Read Luke 23:26 – 43  As we read the story, we find three levels of response to Jesus.

 We find first of all those who mocked him.  Secondly there were the women from Galilee and the acquaintances of Jesus.  With which group do you most closely identify?  Mocking: do we mock Jesus when we fail to take seriously his teachings?  Standing back: do we stand back when we fail to speak up when we see that something is wrong?  Penitent: we recognize our guilt without excuses?
Read Luke 24:1-12 (Try to read the text as if you had never heard it before.  )  As you read this story, quite apart from all the other narrative of the crucifixion in the other Gospels, what strikes you?    

In Mel Gibson’s movie, the Passion of the Christ presents a compelling, disturbing image of the death of Jesus.  WARNING: this video is very graphic.
Read Luke 24:13-35  Why do you think they did not recognize Jesus when he joined them? Luke uses the phrase, “He opened their minds so they could understand the scriptures.”  When, if ever, have you experienced this kind of “opening” or “aha” experience in your Bible reading?  In what environment are you most open to understand Jesus’ word for your life?  What things keep our eyes from recognizing Jesus around us?
What is the most memorable communion service you have experienced?  

Why do you think the risen Christ asked, “What things?” in Luke 24:19, and then waited  to reveal himself?  Did he just want to hear how the crucifixion was being interpreted by his disciples?  Or was there something more he was listening for?

SUMMARY

As we conclude this study of the book of Luke, how has your understanding of the life, ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus been changed?  What was something that was new to you?

How would you summarize the basic message of Luke?

During Lent 2012, we will be looking at the last week of Jesus’ life.  Is there anything that you want to make sure that is covered?  Teachers: please turn this in to Pastor Bob.
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